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xviii INTRODUCTION. CHAP.

ground Mahomet took his stand, and proclaimed to his peoplea
new and a spiritual system, in accents to which all Arabia counld
respond. The rites of the Kfaba were retained, but stripped by
him of every idolatrous tendency ; and they still hang, a strange
unmeaning shroud, around the living theism of Islim.








































































12 THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF MAHOMET. CHAP.

again, in mature life, Mahomet visited Syria, and what-
ever reflections of this nature were then awakened would
receive augmented force and deeper colouring, from the vivid
pictures and bright imagery which, upon the same ground,
had been impressed on the imagination of his childhood.

No further incident of a special nature is related of
Mahomet, until he had advanced from childhood to youth.





































































m. MAHOMET GROPES AFTER LIGHT. 37

The path of those upon whom Thou hast been gracious,
Not of those that are_the objects of wrath, or that are in error.!

How such aspirations developed themselves into the
belief that the subject of them was inspired from heaven, is
an obscure and painful theme, which I purpose to consider in
the following chapter.

! This is the Fiteha, so often recited in public and private worship.


































































(L 8 SUPPOSED CHARACTER OF SUPERNATURAL INFLUENCE. 59

assassination, lust, are characteristics of his later life, openly
sanctioned by the assumed permission, sometimes even by the
express command, of the Most High ! May we conceive that
a diabolical inspiration was permitted to enslave the heart of
him who had deliberately yielded to the compromise with
evil? May not Satan have beguiled the heart in the habi-
tude of an Angel of light, and, even when insinuating his
vilest suggestions, have professed himself a Messenger from
the God of purity and holiness? If so, what an assimilation
must gradually have been wrought between the promptings
of the Evil one, and the subjective perceptions of Mahomet
himself, when he could imagine, and with earnestness and
sincerity assert, that the Almighty had sanctioned and even
encouraged his debased appetites |

It is enough to have suggested the awful possibility.
None may venture an unhesitating reply, until there are laid
bare to our view, in a more spiritual state, the workings and
the manifold agencies of that unseen life which, though un-
ceasingly active both within and around us, is shrouded now
from mortal ken.

Such pos: i-
bili!imre
suggested,
not dogma-
tised upon.



60 EXTENSION OF ISLAM AND EARLY CONVERTS. CHAP,

CHAPTER 1V.

EXTENSION OF ISLAM AND EARLY CONVERTS, FROM THE ASSUMPTION
BY MAHOMET OF THE PROPHETICAL OFFICE TO THE DATE OF
THE FIRST EMIGRATION TO ABYSSINIA.

Ztat, 44-45.

Position of THE weary region of uncertainty and speculation has been
Mamomet  Jeft behind. Towards the forty-fourth year of his age we find

forty. Mahomet, now emerged from doubt and obscurity, clearly

year. and unequivocally asserting that he was ordained a prophet
with a commission to the people of Arabia, reciting his warn-
ings and exhortations as messages that emanated direct
from God, and himself implicitly believing (to all outward
appearance) the inspiration and mission to be divine. We
find him already surrounded by a little band of followers, all
animated by ardent devotion to his person, and earnest belief
in God as his guide and inspirer.

Earliest It is strongly corroborative of Mahomet’s sincerity that

converts  the earliest converts to Islim were his bosom friends and the
people of his household ; who, intimately acquainted with his
private life, could not fail otherwise to have detected those
discrepancies which more or less invariably exist between
the professions of the hypocritical deceiver abroad and his
actions at home.

Khadija. The faithful Kuapisa has already been made known to
the reader, as sharer in the enquiries of her husband, and
probably the first convert to his doctrines. ¢So Khadija
believed ’ (runs the simple tradition), ¢and attested the truth
of that which came to him from God. Thus was the Lord
minded to lighten the burden of his Prophet; for he heard
nothing that grieved him touching his rejection by the people,





































































































































































































































































vo. FAMILIES LEF? BEHIND. 147

Mahomet and Abu Bakr trusted their respective clans to
protect their families from insult. But no insult or annoy-
ance of any kind was offered by the Coreish. Nor was the
slightest attempt made to detain them ; although it was not
unreasonable that they should have been detained as host-
ages against any offensive movement from Medina. These
facts lead us to doubt the intense hatred and cruelty which
the strong colouring of tradition at this period attributes to
the Coreish.

Thus ends the first great stage of the Prophet’s life. The
next scene opens at Medina.

L2

Forbear-
ance of
Coreish.

























































































































































































































































































































































260 BIRTH OF HASAN AND HOSEIN. CHAP.

thrust upon him than sought. Shortly after the field of
Bedr (some authorities say before it) Mahomet gave him
the hand of Fatima his youngest daughter, now seven-
teen or eighteen years of age, in marriage. Within the next
twelve months she gave birth to Hasan, the first grandson
born to Mahomet that survived, and in the following year
to Hosein, his brother.



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































xXY. MAHOMET RETURNS TO MEDINA. 439

He also presided over the Annual pilgrimage, which took ﬁm‘
place in less than a month after Mahomet’s departure.
Believers and Idolaters were still permitted to join promis-
cuously in its ceremonies. Moaddz was left behind by the
Prophet to complete the spiritual instruction of the city.

On his return to Medina, Mahomet despatched letters to mi;'
the Chiefs of Bahrein, Oman, and Yemen, the result of which, &ec. ’
however, belongs to the narrative of the following year.

The Prophet hath appointed that as my sustenance. I have no further claim
upon any one.’
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464 WARFARE FOR ISLAM A PERPETUAL DU

Pointing to this normal state of warfare, i
ing passage in the Cordn, which makes provisi
standing, for the maintenance of students and
religion :—

It is not necessary that the whole body of Bel
go forth to war. If a certain number from ew:
not forth to war, it is that they may give themse
in religion, and may admon’sh their people when
unto them (from the wars), so that they may tal
themselves.
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Two of
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camels.

480 EMBASSIES TO MEDINA. o

us to eat the heart of animals, but saith that our mother
in hell : who would follow him ?’

On their way home, they met one of Mahomet’s followe
returning to Medina with a herd of camels which had be
collected as tithe. They seized the man, left him bound, ar
carried off the camels. Mahomet was greatly offended ; ar
he entered the names of the robbers in the commination (tl
repetition of which seems still to have been kept up) again
the perpetrators of the massacre at Bir Maina. A secor
deputation from the same tribe visited Mahomet, and w:
well received. We do not hear more of Cays.!

? Mahomet is said to have healed the hand of the lender of the seca
deputation from a protuberance which had prevented him holding his camel
rein, by striking an arrow on it and then stroking it, when it disappeared. F
changed the name of this chief’s son from A:fz (glorious) to Abd al Rahmar
—saying: ‘ There is none glorious but the Lord.’
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488 MAHOMET RETURNS TO MEDINA. cmar.

clean and pure for thee.” But the Prophet, refusing to drink
of any other, quenched his thirst upon the spot.!

Three days more were spent at Mecca, and then Mahomet
with his followers returned to Medina.

! Water in which dates or raisins have been steeped or washed is called
Nabidz. So accurately do the pilgrims follow their Prophet, that some regard

the rites of the pilgrimage as not properly completed unless Nabidz be drunk
as it was by Mahomet.
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492 ASWAD’S REBELLION CRUSHED.

Peninsula lying between the provinces of Bahrein,
the coast, was soon subject to the Usurper.

At what period intimation of this rebellion rea
homet, and what was the nature of the intelligence
is not apparent. The accounts could not have t
alarming, for the Prophet contented himself with de:
letters to his officers on the spot, in which he desii
according to their means, either to assassinate the I
or to attack him in battle. Fortunately for the
Islim, Aswad, in the pride of conquest, had already
slight the commanders to whose bravery he was ind
his success. The agents of Mahomet opened up secre
tions with them; and, favoured by the tyrant’s 1
detested him, and burned to avenge her late husbans
plotted the assassination of Aswad. The Usurper v
according to tradition, on the very night preceding 1
of Mahomet. The insurrection immediately ceas
excepting the disquiet occasioned by some bands of
army which continued to infest the country, the :
of Mahomet’s name was fully re-established.
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510 OMAR DECLAIMS THAT MAHOMEI IS NOT DEAD,

CHAPTER XXXIV.

THE EVENTS WHICH FOLLOWED ON THE DEATH OF MA!

13th and 14¢A of Rabi, a.B. x1.—June 8 and 9, a.n. 634

Tur news of the Prophet’s death, spreading rapidl
Medina, soon reached Abu Bakr in the suburb of Al
Immediately he mounted his horse, and rode back
Mosque in haste.

Meanwhile, a strange scene was being enacted
Shortly after Mahomet had breathed his last, Omar e
the apartment of Ayesha; and, lifting up the sheet
covered the body, gazed wistfully at the features of 1
parted master. All was so placid, so natural, so unlike
that Omar could not believe the mournful truth. St
up, he exclaimed wildly : ¢ The Prophet is not dead ; he
only swooned away.’” Mughira, who was standing by,
endeavoured to convince him that he was mistaken. ¢
liest !’ cried Omar, as, quitting the chamber of death
entered the courts of the Mosque ;—¢the Apostle of
not dead : it is thy seditious spirit which hath suggeste
thine imagination. The Prophet of the Lord shall n(
until he have rooted out every hypocrite and unbeli
The crowd which, at the rumour of the Prophet’s ¢
rapidly gathered in the Mosque, was attracted by the
and passionate tones of Omar, and flocked around hin
went on to harangue them in a similar strain. ¢ The
affected people would persuade you, O Believers ! that N
met is dead. Nay! but he hath gone to his Lord,
as Moses son of Imrén, who remained absent forty
and then returned after his followers had said that he
dead. So, verily, by the Lord! the Prophet shall re


































































































































































































































































































































































